
As always many thanks go to Anne Temple and Jules Jones for their untiring work and to Liz Mackay 
for her (patient) accompaniment. 

 Play readings have continued steadily throughout the year, moving from the Red Lion to 
Morrison’s’ Community room and then to on-line Zoom meetings after lockdown.  Martin Tyrrell has 
been tireless in his work arranging all the meetings – he has now become our Zoom Master! 

 As always I must pay tribute to all of the Committee members who have all worked so hard 
and been so supportive of me.  This year has definitely not been easy, but they, along with all the 
‘unsung heroes’, have made sure St Nics can face the future with confidence and a big smile.   

 And now I must come to our beloved President George Ogden, who passed away late last 
autumn.  He was someone who played such a large part in all our lives and we still miss him 
immensely.  Thank you, George for being so special. 

Arline Evenden 1/11/20 



Chairman’s Report AGM 2020 

 

 What an extraordinary time we have had since the last AGM. We started off with the Picnic 
at the Patch in August, which was well attended and a lot of fun. Thank you to all those involved in 
the organisation and entertainment, and let’s hope we can do it again next year. 

 Then in October came “The Haunting of Hill House”, a suitably spooky production for the 
Halloween time of year, directed by Martin Tyrrell and produced by Alison Honeybun.  This proved 
very popular and gave the production team plenty of challenges creating the special effects (self-
closing doors, secret panels, etc.) to complement those by the staff at the South Holland Centre.  
Many congratulations to Martin and his team. 

 Next came the St Nicolas Brass’ Christmas at the Patch.  This was a lovely evening, 
thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended – and there were a lot of us!  Many thanks to Tony Fell and 
the members of the band for such a delightful evening. 

 The Spring production, “The Lady in the Van”, directed by Rob Nicholls and produced by 
Colleen Brennan, presented many challenges for both cast and set building crew.  Richard Evenden 
stepped up to the plate and took on the design and building of the rotating van – a wonder to 
behold – while the rest of us did everything else, moving walls included!  Everything was transported 
to the SHC, reassembled and tweaked and then…….ALONG CAME CORONAVIRUS!  On the day of the 
dress rehearsal the Centre closed, so the following weekend everything was loaded back into the 
lorry and taken  back to the Patch, and there it sits today, waiting for its big moment.  We hoped 
that maybe October would be ok, but unfortunately the Centre is still closed.  We now think maybe 
sometime next year – we just have to wait and see. 

 The big event of the year was being granted Charity status.  After about six months of 
making our way through all the relevant paperwork, understanding the questions and working out 
the answers, we were finally rewarded by being approved on 7th October 2019.  Very many thanks 
must go the small working group of Richard, Martin and Wendy (as well as myself in a minor 
capacity) for their persistence and diligence. 

 When lockdown came we had to abandon our proposed AGM in April, but luckily as a newly 
formed Charity we had the luxury of 18 months from our starting date to arrange the first AGM.  We 
kept hoping for the real thing, but reluctantly accepted that this AGM would have to be digital – a 
first for everyone.  Hopefully we will get through this one with all flags flying and get back to normal 
next year. 

 The Brass Band, St Nicolas Brass, has continued to work, entertaining us and other people. 
The group has a relaxed, very enjoyable air and are continuing to rehearse during lockdown – very 
socially-distanced of course!  A very big thank you to Tony Fell for his continued hard work. 

 Likewise the Music Hall group kept entertaining people all the way up to lockdown and were 
welcomed everywhere they went. We miss performing, and rehearsing, but singing is one of the 
things we cannot do at the moment, so we look forward to getting going again as soon as possible.  


