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The past year has seen many ups and downs, firstly with the loss of George Ogden our President of 
many years, who not only contributed on the committee giving wise advice but also on the stage 
with his ability to hog the limelight no matter the size of his role. 

The second down was the closure of the South Holland Centre on the day of the dress rehearsal of 
‘The Lady in the Van’, but we look forward to resurrecting this production when the Covid 
restrictions are eventually lifted. One thing I believe must be learnt from this production is that in 
future we must be wary of committing to stage sets as demanding in their construction as this one 
is. The committee must accept that although we have excellent facilities at the Patch we do not have 
a construction crew with unlimited ability or time. 

Looking on the positives from the year and looking forwards, we have now achieved Charitable 
status. This enables us to develop, find other sources of funding and also protect the committee 
from potential financial liabilities. My thanks to all who helped with this, at times, logistical 
nightmare of an application. 

You can see from the accounts that we are in a good financial position. It may surprise you to know 
that in February we will have been at the Patch for six years and that our second three year lease 
expires then. Although the future of theatre etc. is uncertain in the near future, that is until the Corid 
virus situation is resolved, the committee has decided that we have the financial resources to take 
on another three year lease on the Patch. We can therefore look forward to being in a position to 
get back to our musical and dramatic activities when life returns to normal. 

 

Richard Evenden 1/11/20 

 


